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From the Mayor of Islington 

I am delighted to introduce 
Word2016, our annual celebration 
of reading, writing and freedom 
of expression now celebrating 
its fifth year. The festival, which 
launched in 2012 in response to 
recommendations from Islington’s 
Fairness Commission and the 
Islington Reads strategy, continues 
to be great example of showing how 

enjoyment in reading and words can 
play an important part in improving 
the lives of people in Islington.

Word2016 has once again brought 
together some of Islington’s 
best writers, artists and arts 
organisations, with our libraries and 
local people to create a fantastic 
programme of activities and events 
for everyone to enjoy. This year I am 
especially pleased to see a focus 
on the valuable and important 
role that reading and writing can 
play in improving mental health, 
with specially commissioned 
projects designed to involve older 
people with dementia; support 
the wellbeing of young people; 
and engage younger children and 
families.

I would like to thank all our arts 
partners, Arts Council England  
 

and Islington UNISON for all their 
support and look forward to being 
involved.

Councillor Richard Greening

WORDS

They bite, delight, incite  
They ignite, 
That’s why they light up the night. 
They are tender and slight, 
But at the same time  
Overcome the sword with their might 
And when we get them just right, 
They soar and wheel, like a bird in flight.

by Paul Lyalls  
Word2016 Poet in Residence
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About Word2016
Islington’s annual Word festival is 
a unique month-long celebration 
of words and their power to 
transform lives. It is delivered 
through a programme of specially 
commissioned arts projects and 
events. The festival is designed to 
encourage residents of all ages 
across Islington to develop their 
enjoyment in reading, writing and 
freedom of expression through 
participation in high quality arts 
activities and events.

Word2016 has a particular focus  
on highlighting the impact reading 
and writing can have on mental 
health and wellbeing, and on 
involving those who may find 
it harder to have their voices 
heard. Some extraordinary and 
sensitive new projects have 
been commissioned this year by 
companies including Cardboard 

Citizens, Key Changes, Upswing 
and House of Illustration working in 
collaboration with local people and 
our libraries.

Throughout June find WORDS in 
football stadiums, schools and 
streets, libraries and theatres, 
pubs and playgrounds – there’s 
something for everyone in 
Word2016.

Word2016 is a partnership project 
delivered by:

Islington Library and Heritage 
Services 
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Islington Arts Service  
www.islington.gov.uk/arts

All Change  
www.allchangearts.org 

Free Word Centre  
www.freewordcentre.com
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Things to see - exhibitions

The Story so far - 
Word 2012-2016  
13 June-25 August 9am-9pm daily  
(Monday-Friday) Free Word Centre

Since its launch in 2012, the Word Festival 
has seen thousands of local people of all ages 
and backgrounds taking part in extraordinary 
projects and events designed to promote 
enjoyment in reading, writing and freedom of 
expression. WORD has encouraged local people 
to find and express their voice in schools and 
community centres, parks and playgrounds, 
football grounds and libraries. This exhibition 
captures the story so far in their own words and 
pictures! 

@wordislington

Photo – All Change
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Things to see - exhibitions

The Unbreakable Rope 
- An Exploration of 
Sexuality in Islam 
1-8 June 9am-9pm daily (Monday-Friday)  
Free Word Centre 

The exhibition shows 
diverse sexual orientations 
within Islamic cultures, 
past, present and future. 
The exhibition asks how 
to promote tolerance, 
freedom and cultural 

coexistence within today’s increasingly diverse 
European society. Part of Free Word’s Unravelling 
Europe series, which puts artists at the heart of 
discussions about Europe, alongside thinkers 
and speakers from other disciplines. Unravelling 
Europe will ask how we can better comprehend the 
complexities at play in order to “re-stitch” the fabric 
essential to the flourishing of a truly democratic 
Europe.

@FreeWordCentre

“It’s ours whatever they 
say!” - Celebrating half a 
century of adventure play 
in Islington
20 May–25 June Daily 10am-5pm  
(closed Wednesdays and Sundays) Islington Museum

Islington has 12 adventure 
playgrounds that have been 
around for almost 50 years. 
Researched and produced by 
Islington Play Association, this 
fascinating exhibition explores 
the heritage of local children and these play spaces, and 
highlights why adventure playgrounds are so important to 
them. “It’s ours whatever they say!” further examines the 
significant role of local people’s community action in the 
development of these sites, especially mothers in their 
fight for children’s rights to play. 

Islington Play Association’s exhibition and project is 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

@IslingtonMuseum
Photo by Ibi Ibrahim 2013
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Free Words of  
the Week
1-30 June Various venues

Broaden your lexical horizons 
this month by spotting Free 
Words of the Week around 
the borough – or by displaying 
them in your own venue! There 
will be a new word chosen for 
every week of the festival tying 
into festival themes and the 
Five Ways to Wellbeing.  

If you want to receive the posters to display in your 
workplace, email words@freewordcentre.com and 
let us know your name and where you are planning 
to display them. We’ll send you a weekly poster to 
download and print. 

For more information go to  
www.freewordcentre.com/free-words

@freewordcentre

Children’s Books 
from Soviet Russia
1 June-11 September 10am-6pm  
Tuesday-Sunday (closed Mondays) House of Illustration

With the perfect 
synthesis of 
typography, design 
and illustration, 
Soviet children’s 
publishing in the 
1920s and 1930s 
revolutionised the 
picture book against 
a turbulent political backdrop. 

House of Illustration would love to hear from 
community groups representing migrants from former 
Soviet countries that would like to come and see the 
exhibition and explore memories and culture.   
Please email emily.jost@houseofillustration.org.uk  
to discuss and arrange a visit.

@illustrationHQ
Image by Lidia Popva
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Shojo Manga: The 
World of Japanese 
Girls’ Comics 

The BFG in 
Pictures
24 June onwards 10am-6pm Tuesday-Sunday 
(closed Mondays) House of Illustration 

An exhibition of never-before-seen Quentin Blake 
illustrations for Roald Dahl’s The BFG. Original 
illustrations from the published book, together with 
Blake’s first BFG illustrations that were never used.

@illustrationHQ

1-12 June 10am-6pm Tuesday-Sunday  
(closed Mondays) House of Illustration 

Discover the world of 
Shōjo Manga (girls’ 
comics in Japanese) 
in the UK’s first major 
exhibition of the genre, 
on tour in the UK.

Japan’s shōjo manga culture dates back to the  
post-war years but only evolved into its broad-ranging 
and hugely-popular form of today as a result of the 
innovative work of a small group of artists in the 
1970s. This exhibition explores the work of pioneering 
artists  Keiko Takemiya, Yukiko Kai, and Akiko Hatsu 
through elaborate Genga’(Dash) prints.

illustrationHQ

Photo by Paul Grover
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Words of Wisdom
1 June onwards  
City North London N4 Hoardings, Wells Terrace N4

A multitude of different local women’s voices - young 
and old, past and present – come together in this 
poetic artwork for the hoardings on Wells Terrace - to 
share pearls of wisdom and a wealth of experiences 
gathered across the decades created as part of 
Dispensing Wisdom – an arts and heritage project by 
All Change and Manor Gardens Centre.

@fpcreativehub
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The Twits Speakeasy#3
Wednesday 1 June 3-3.45pm Central Library

Mr. and Mrs. Twit are ready 
to welcome you to the 
magical world of Britain’s 
favourite children’s author as 
storyteller John Kirk retells 
Roald Dahl’s “The Twits” in 
public libraries this summer. 
“If you have good thoughts 
they will shine out of your 
face like sunbeams and you 
will always look lovely.” 

Suitable for children and families age 6+. 

Warning: this story contains twits being vile to each 
other. Some children may find these vile things 
upsetting.

“The Twits” is presented with the kind permission of 
Casarotto Ramsay and the Roald Dahl estate.

Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

@Islingtonlibs

Thursday 2 June 7pm Platform

The mic stands there, so tempting 
A chance to stand up for yourself and whisper or shout 
Telling the world what it’s all about 
If only you could get over the barriers in the way 
Of you having your say 
Preventing you from turning up on the day 
So you stay in your room, locked away

Speakeasy is the result of a 
collaboration between Cardboard 
Citizens, Lyrix Organix and the 
young people of Islington, working 
together to overcome our barriers 
to freedom of expression. Come 
on the day and have your say, and 
maybe show our main character the 
way.

Pay what you think it’s worth.  
Bookings www.cardboardcitizens.org.uk

@CardboardCitz

Things to see and do – performances and events

Photo: Cardboard Citizens
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Words Are Birds   
Thursday 9 June 7pm Thornhill Primary School

A fun night of poetry and rhymes for all the family with 
live performances by Word2016’s poet-in-residence 
Paul Lyalls and pupils from Thornhill Primary School.

This is a partnership between All Change and 
Thornhill Primary School as part of their Outer Space 
programme – a unique initiative, which sees artists 
working in collaboration with teachers and pupils 
throughout the year, investigating creative questions 
through arts activities.

£2 Donation to the school on the door.

 @allchangearts

Photo – Tim Smyth

Little Green 
Library
Saturday 4 June 11am-3pm Whittington Park

Sunday 12 June 11am-3pm Newington Green

Saturday 18 June 11am-3pm  
King Henry’s Walk Gardens

Sunday 26 June 12-3pm 
Gillespie Park

Discover The Garden Classroom’s outdoor, pop-up 
Little Green Library in parks and gardens across 
Islington this June. Our library bike will be out and 
about bringing books for under-5s and their families 
to enjoy. Settle down and enjoy reading together or 
listen to a treasured tale. You might even dress up as 
a story character and act out your own stories. Collect 
stamps at each venue, get creative with our free craft 
activities, and become a story explorer in story trails 
to discover the brilliance of books at your local green 
space. 

@grdnclassroom



Once upon a 
rhyme… 

Wanderlust  
Great Literature from 
Around the World

All Change presents 
an original interactive 
story experience 
for young families 
created by Inspire! 
and ReCreate young 
parent projects 
working with 
professional artists. 
Inspired by the 
wonderful work of 
Michael Rosen -  
Once Upon a Rhyme launches two brand new 
storybooks for children and features poetry, 
storytelling, animation and an interactive 3D story 
experience! Suitable for children of all ages.

@allchangearts

Monday 13 June 6.45pm 
Free Word Centre 

Come and join Walker 
Books, publishers of Alex 
Rider, Michael Rosen and 
Helen Oxenbury, as they 
present the imaginative 
adventure story The Book 
of Pearl. 

Hear French author 
Timothée de Fombelle in 
conversation with his translators Sarah Ardizzone and 
Sam Gordon as they describe their second adventure: 
bringing his book to life in English.

@FreeWordCentre

Photo by Sarah Ainslie Photo by Tim Smyth for All Change

Saturday 11 June 3pm Platform 

Things to see and do – performances and events
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Story Street at 
the Cally Festival    
Sunday 19 June 12-6pm Story Street 

Story Street is part of the Cally Festival, a huge one-
day street party on the Caledonian Road. Presented 
by Word Festival’s very own poet-in-residence Paul 
Lyalls. Story Street will see storytelling, poetry, rap, 
spoken word and readings with performances from 
local people and well-known poets and storytellers – 
including Thornhill Primary School and St. Andrew’s  
C of E Primary School poets, Key Changes, Joshua 
Seigal and more. Come and pull up a hay bale and 
enjoy the show.

@TheCallyFest

Unravelling 
Europe
Illiberal democracy - the future of freedom  
Wednesday 15 June 6.45pm Free Word Centre 

Join major cultural figures from Hungary and Poland  
to discuss the idea of Europe as not just a place, but a 
set of values that are rapidly unravelling. In partnership 
with Index on Censorship.

Migrant Stories: Are Solidarity and Empathy in Crisis?  
Wednesday 22 June 6-10pm Free Word Centre 

An afternoon and evening of migrant stories across the 
decades to the present day, challenging the negative 
stereotypes given to those fleeing conflict, poverty or  
terror and exploring how stories can build empathy, 
community and understanding. With readings, spoken 
word, music, images and discussion. For full details visit 
www.freewordcentre.com. In association with  
Counterpoint Arts and Islington Refugee Centre. With 
support from the European Union Europe for Citizens 
Programme and Allianz Foundation, Berlin.

@FreeWordCentre
Photo - Karis Barnard
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#livinglyrics
Sunday 19 June 2-3pm Cally Fest

Tuesday 21 June 6-8pm St Luke’s Centre

Thursday 23 June 6.15-7.15pm Highgate Mental Health Centre 
(Admission free, limited tickets advance booking essential on 
020 7549 8172)

Key Changes is an Islington based charity that provides music 
services in hospitals and the community for people experiencing 
mental health problems. #livinglyrics is commissioned by 
Word2016 to engage young people using mental health 
services in a programme of songwriting, recording sessions 
and performances. Working collaboratively with music industry 
professionals and peer mentors the group has developed a thrilling 
set of lyrical themes with a particular emphasis on exploring 
mental health and wellbeing in the context of the issues and 
causes within their community. These performances will feature 
an energising and inspiring selection of work from group members 
and Key Changes service users. 

@keychangesmusic

Things to see and do – performances and events
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Summer Ball
Monday 20 June 2-5pm Islington Assembly Hall

Join Cubitt for the annual Summer Ball on this year’s 
theme The Graphic Novel - tea dance, live band, 
performances, art, exhibitions, making and more!  

Free admission – but places are limited. Call Cubitt 
on 020 7278 8226 or drop in to Claremont or St. 
Luke’s Centre to get your ticket.

@CubittEducation

Photo by Marta Corada

Words of Wisdom
Monday 20 June 7pm Park Theatre

To mark ‘World Refugee 
Day’ All Change presents 
an intergenerational 
evening of poetry and 
storytelling from young 
women, young parents 
and older women from 
Turkish speaking, Somali, 
Caribbean and British 
backgrounds involved 
in Dispensing Wisdom a 
project celebrating the 
stories and voices of 
Islington women over the 
past 100 years.

@allchangearts

Photo by Sarah Ainslie
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Graphic Shakespeare: 
The Bard Re-Mixed

Between the Stacks   
Saturday 25 June 2pm and 3.10pm Finsbury Library 
Sunday 26 June 2pm and 3.10pm Central Library

An interactive and immersive 
circus theatre performance 
for families with young 
children. Created specifically 
for Word2016, this accessible 
and fun family activity draws 
inspiration from Upswing’s 
critically acclaimed show Bedtime Stories.

A soft play area of mattresses, pillows, quilts and 
soft toys, reminiscent of a child’s bedroom set the 
scene for an adventurous journey into acrobatics 
and storytelling. Families will be invited to take off 
their shoes and learn tricks and games with the two 
characters, before getting into bed and taking part in a 
magical adventure through the library stacks.

Suitable for children aged 2-6

Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

@VickiAtUpswing

Thursday 23 June 6.30-7.30pm Central Library 

“Is this a comic I see before me?” Prepare for 
Shakespeare as you’ve never seen him before, 
performed on paper by the sharpest creators 
reinterpreting his writings into comics, from a futuristic 
Manga Macbeth to a hip-hop Romeo and Juliet in 
1980s Brooklyn. Are these ‘Classics Desecrated’ 
or ‘Illuminated’? International comics brainiac Paul 
Gravett sneaks you backstage for exclusive access....
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

@Islingtonlibs @paul_gravett



Word’s Up  
Thursday 30 June 6-8pm Free Word Centre

Join Word2016 at Free Word Centre for a fabulous 
evening of perfectly performed words from some 
festival favourites. The closing event for this year’s 
festival - hosted by Paul Lyalls with very special guest 
Michael Rosen. Celebrating five years of Word Festival 
in Islington.

@WordIslington

Photo by Tim SmythImage: Flickr Creative Commons

Home is…    
Wednesday 29 June 6.30pm Free Word Centre

HOME IS… is a multimedia, cross arts poetry 
performance event exploring the concept of ‘home’ 
and how it is defined by various people, particularly 
when upheaval and or migration play a focal point in a 
people’s history. 
Tolu Agbelusi’s play, ‘Ilé la wa’, which is Yoruba for ‘We 
are Home’, explores the concept of home and what 
happens when your idea of home conflicts with your 
reality.

@applesandsnakes

Things to see and do – performances and events
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Things to do

Family Arts DaysPark Players 
Reminiscence
Workshops on Mondays 2 May–4 July  
11.30am-1.30pm Park Theatre 

Free performances on Tuesday 28 June 7pm and 
Thursday 30 June 8.30pm

A FREE theatre based course for people who are 
affected by dementia and their carers. Ten weeks of 
one hour long workshops to explore theatrical ideas, 
your imagination, multi-sensory and other techniques 
for connection. The workshop will enhance wellbeing, 
communication (including non-verbal), playfulness, 
collaboration and having fun. Followed by a hot or cold 
drink in the cafe, a chance to relax, chat and get to 
know the group. This course is designed for those who 
are affected by dementia and those who care for a 
person affected by dementia. 
To book your place email learning@parktheatre.co.uk 
or call 020 7870 6876.

@ParkTheatre

Words in Freedom Wednesday 1 June 11am-2pm 
Estorick Collection

Play with your senses and 
respond to paintings in 
our exhibition Astrazione 
Oggettiva: The Experience 
of Colour with sounds and 
words. Writing and cutting 
these out you will transform 
them into a hanging mobile 
poem to take away. 

Colour and Word Tricks Thursday 2 June 11am-2pm 
Estorick Collection

Try out the interactive Stroop Effect experiment to see 
how our brains experience the relationship between 
colour and words. Explore a variety of optical colour 
and word tricks and make your own using collage and 
drawing.

@Estorick

Image by Luigi Senesi



Writing the 
Moment 
Thursday 2 June 6-7.30pm Central Library

Join Spread the Word for a relaxing creative writing 
workshop to help you release your work and reconnect 
with your ‘writer’s voice’. Using creative techniques 
and imagination exercises to help you find focus, this 
workshop will help anyone with writer’s block, or any 
writer feeling lost in their project. Suitable for beginner 
or intermediate writers of fiction and poetry.
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

@STWevents

Book Worlds   
Wednesdays 11 May–15 June 6-8pm 
House of Illustration

A six-week project exploring 
the inner world of books. A 
story or a book is a place 
to escape into, to get lost 
or absorbed in.  Our project 
is for participants to create 
a diorama (3D scene) of a 
favourite book inside a book-
shaped box with a hinged door 
as a cover. Exploring different 
illustration techniques, 
participants will be able to 
make a fabulous creative 
outcome of which they can feel 
proud and will get a chance to share their skills with 
others in the final session.
If you’re a young person in Islington leaving care  
and would like to get involved, please email 
education@houseofillustration.org.uk.

@illustrationHQ

Things to do

18 The Word2016 Festival Things to do



Things to do The Word2016 Festival 19 

Things to do

Granddads, Dads and 
Lads - Poetry workshop 
and stadium tour 

Poetry In Motion  
Wednesday 8 June 9.30-11.30am Finsbury Library

Wednesday 8 June 1-3pm  
Lewis Carroll Children’s Library

Thursday 9 June 9.30-11.30am North Library

Thursday 9 June 1-3pm Central Library

Workshops led by Poet in 
Residence for the National 
Football Museum, Paul 
Cookson. Inspired by 
the upcoming European 
Championships the 
audience will take part in 

a performance by the poet and then be encouraged to 
create and present their own work. Children’s work will 
be published by Islington Libraries using Bookleteer to 
enable the young people to see their work in print.
Age range 7-11 years. For Islington primary schools, by 
invitation only.

@Islingtonlibs

Saturday 18 June 10am and 1pm  
Emirates Stadium

All Change and Arsenal in the 
Community invite granddads, 
dads and lads (aged 4-11) 
to join poet Paul Lyalls for 
a celebration of all things 
Arsenal FC. Enjoy a behind the 
scenes tour of the fantastic 
Emirates Stadium and follow in the footsteps of 
Nick Hornby and share your stories and experiences 
of being a fan of the beautiful game in a fun filled 
workshop for all generations.
Free entry but booking essential – call All Change 
on 020 7689 4646.
A special workshop and tour for older people with 
dementia and their families will take place at 1pm. 
Please call All Change for further details.

@allchangearts @AFCCommunity



Illustrate Yourself 
in a 3D Scene
Family Workshop 
Saturday 25 June 2-5pm House of Illustration

Illustrate your own 
family 3D scene in a 
box to take home, with 
author illustrator Claire 
Alexander. Inspired 
by her new book ‘The 
Best Bit of Daddy’s 
Day’, Claire will host an 
afternoon of fun, family 
activities where you will 
explore the ‘best bits’ 
of your days together 
and illustrate them with 
a twist. Claire will also 
reveal her book making process and show you how to 
draw picture book characters.

@illustrationHQ

Letterpress with 
Olu Oke   
Saturday 18 June 1-5pm  
House of Illustration

In the last 10 years, 
Letterpress has seen 
a massive resurgence, 
but where do you 
start? How would 
letterpress fit into your 
practice? How do you 
print? What’s a chase, 
a quoin and what is 
locking up? Using an 
Adana Platen press, a 
HQ flat bed press and 
a Line-o-scribe cylinder press you’ll learn a little more 
than the basics. You will set wooden and lead type and 
print a small collection of type-based prints. Limited 
places. £75 per person.

@illustrationHQ

Things to do
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Also happening

Poet-in-residence 
Paul Lyalls

Principia Space Diary   

British ESA astronaut Tim Peake is in space and he 
wants you to come too! Tim and his space crew have 
been working super hard to make his mission, called 
Principia, a huge success. But Tim needs space 
apprentices to carry out this historical journey with him. 
Curved House Kids has provided Islington children with 
Principia Mission Space Diaries and they will use them 
as a log book to complete the mission alongside Tim. A 
project for local Islington Primary Schools. In partnership 
with Islington Libraries. This project is supported by the 
UK Space Agency.

@islingtonlibs

Returning for a fifth consecutive year, poet Paul Lyalls 
will be bringing his unique brand of poetic playfulness 
to Word2016 – popping up at events throughout 
the month, and accepting various word games 
and challenges along the way. Paul has performed 
at ten Edinburgh Festivals, one Eton College, five 
Glastonburys and on a 73 bus! He was poet in 
residence at the Roald Dahl Museum – and was the 
first poet to perform at Wembley Stadium too! 
This year brings his Word Festival tally to five!   

@PaulLyalls @allchangearts
Photo – Tim Smyth, All Change
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Also happening

Refugee Week
20-26 June

Refugee Week is celebrated in the UK each year to 
coincide with World Refugee Day on 20 June.  
It is a unique opportunity to celebrate the positive 
contributions that refugees and asylum seekers make 
to the UK and to promote understanding about why 
people seek sanctuary. In the UK, Refugee Week 
is a nationwide programme of arts, cultural and 
educational events that celebrate the contribution 
of refugees to the UK, and encourages a better 
understanding between communities. This year the 
theme is “Welcome”. 
Islington refugee and migrant communities bring to 
the borough a wealth of culture, and Refugee Week 
events help highlight this whilst emphasising refugee 
issues, and delivering positive educational messages 
that counter fear, ignorance and negative stereotypes 
of refugees, through arts, cultural and educational 
events.

@RefugeeWeek
www.refugeeweek.org.uk

Further details about Word2016 Festival can be 
found at: www.wordfestivalislington.co.uk  
Follow us on Twitter @WordIslington
For more information or enquiries please call  
All Change on 020 7689 4646 or email  
info@allchangearts.org

- indicates a project or event specially 
commissioned for Word2016 Festival 

- indicates a project or event created  
with or suitable for younger children  
and families

- indicates a project or event created with 
or suitable for young people aged 13-25

- indicates a project or event suitable for 
older people

Word2016 Festival Key
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Diary at a glance

Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Wednesday 1-Thursday 
30 June

Free Words of the Week Various across Islington 
www.freewordcentre.com/free-words 

Wednesday 1- 
Wednesday 8 June
9am-9pm Monday-
Friday

The Unbreakable Rope – an Exploration  
of Sexuality in Islam

Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA
www.freewordcentre.com

Wednesday 1 June 
-Tuesday 27 September
10am-6pm Tuesday - 
Sunday

Children’s Books from Soviet Russia 
Adults £7 (£5 conc.) Children £4
Bookings: www.houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Wednesday 1-Sunday  
12 June
10am-6pm Tuesday-
Sunday

Shojo Manga: The World of Japanese  
Girls’ Comics
Adults £7 (£5 conc.) Children £4
Bookings: www.houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Wednesday 1-30 June 
Daily 24 hour

Words of Wisdom – poetry hoarding City North London N4 Hoardings, 
Wells Terrace, N4

Wednesday 1 June 
11am-2pm

Family Arts Day – Words in Freedom
Drop-in workshops, no booking required. 
Free for children accompanied by a paying 
adult £5, £3.50 (JSA, OAP, Disabled)  
£2.50 National Art Pass Holders.  
Suitable for all ages.

Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury 
Square, N1 2AN 
www.estorickcollection.com



Diary at a glance

Date and time Details and booking    Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Wednesday 1 June 
3-3.45pm 

The Twits
Suitable for children and families age 6+ 
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

Central Library, 2 Fieldway Crescent, 
N5 1PF 
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Wednesday 1 June 
6-8pm 

Book Worlds
If you’re a young person in Islington  
leaving care, and would like to get  
involved please email  
education@houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Thursday 2 -25 June 
Daily 10am-5pm  
(closed Wednesdays  
and Sundays)

“It’s ours whatever they say!”  
- Celebrating half a century of adventure 
play in Islington

Islington Museum, 245 St. John Street, 
EC1V 4NB
http://www.islington.gov.uk/museum

Thursday 2 June 
11am-2pm

Family Arts Day – Colour and Word Tricks
Drop-in workshops, no booking required.  
Free for children accompanied by a paying 
adult £5, £3.50 (JSA, OAP, Disabled)  
£2.50 National Art Pass Holders.  
Suitable for all ages.

Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury 
Square, N1 2AN 
www.estorickcollection.com

Thursday 2 June 
6-7.30pm

Writing the Moment – Spread the Word
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

Central Library, 2 Fieldway Crescent, 
N5 1PF
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Thursday 2 June 
7pm

Speakeasy? – Cardboard Citizens and  
Lyrix Organix 
To book visit: www.cardboardcitizens.org.uk 
Pay what you think it’s worth.

Platform, Hornsey Road Baths,  
2 Tiltman Place, N7 7EE
www.cardboardcitizens.org.uk
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Saturday 4 June 
11am-3pm

Little Green Library Whittington Park, Holloway Road, 
N19 4RS 
www.thegardenclassroom.org.uk

Monday 6 June 
11.30am-1.30pm

Park Players Reminiscence workshop
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk  
to book

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP 
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre

Wednesday 8 June 
9.30-11.30am

Poetry in Motion 
Islington Primary Schools - Invitation only.

Finsbury Library, 245 St. John Street, 
EC1V 4NB
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Wednesday 8 June 
1-3pm

Poetry in Motion 
Islington Primary Schools - Invitation only.

Lewis Carroll Children’s Library,  
166 Copenhagen Street, N1 0ST
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Wednesday 8 June 
6-8pm 

Book Worlds
If you’re a young person in Islington  
leaving care, and would like to get  
involved please email  
education@houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Thursday 9 June 
9.30-11.30am

Poetry in Motion 
Islington Primary Schools - Invitation only.

North Library, Manor Gardens, N7 6JX
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Thursday 9 June 
1-3pm

Poetry in Motion 
Islington Primary Schools - Invitation only.

Central Library, 2 Fieldway Crescent,  
N5 1PF
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Thursday 9 June 
7pm 

Words are Birds
(£2 donation to school on the door)

Thornhill Primary School, Thornhill Road, 
N1 1HX
www.allchangearts.org

Saturday 11 June 
3-5pm

Once Upon a Rhyme… Platform, Hornsey Road Baths, 2 Tiltman 
Place, off Hornsey Road N7 7EE 
www.allchangearts.org 

Sunday 12 June 
11am-3pm

Little Green Library Newington Green, N1 4RF
www.thegardenclassroom.org.uk

Monday 13 June (until  
25 August) 2016
9am-9pm (daily Mon-Fri)

The Story So Far - Word 2012 -2016 Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA
www.freewordcentre.com

Monday 13 June 
11.30am-1.30pm

Park Players Reminiscence workshop
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk  
to book.

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre

Monday 13 June 
6.45pm

Wanderlust: Great Literature from  
Around the World
£5 (£3 concessions) Booking:  
www.freewordcentre.com/events

Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA
www.freewordcentre.com

Wednesday 15 June 
6-8pm

Book Worlds
If you’re a young person in Islington  
leaving care, and would like to get  
involved please email  
education@houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Wednesday 15 June 
6.45pm 

Illiberal Democracy – the future of freedom
£5 (£3 concessions) Booking:  
www.freewordcentre.com/events

Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA
www.freewordcentre.com



Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Saturday 18 June 
10am and 1pm 

Granddads, dads and lads
To book contact All Change: 
020 7689 4646.

Emirates Stadium, N5 1BU
www.allchangearts.org 

Saturday 18 June 
11am-3pm

Little Green Library King Henry’s Walk Gardens,  
11c King Henry’s Walk, N1 4NX
www.thegardenclassroom.org.uk 

Saturday 18 June 
1-5pm

Letterpress with Olu Oke – Adult 
Masterclass
Limited places.  £75 per person 
Email education@houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Sunday 19 June 
12-6pm

Story Street @ Cally Festival Story Street off Caledonian Road, N1
www.thecallyfestival.com

Sunday 19 June 
2-3pm

Living Lyrics @ Cally Festival Caledonian Road, N1
www.keychanges.org.uk

Monday 20 – Sunday 26 
June 

Refugee Week www.refugeeweek.org.uk 

Monday 20 June 
11.30am-1.30pm

Park Players Reminiscence workshop
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk  
to book

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre

Monday 20 June
2-5pm

Summer Ball
Free admission – but places are limited.  
Call Cubitt on 020 7278 8226 or drop in  
to Claremont or St. Luke’s Centre to get  
your ticket.

Islington Assembly Hall, next to Islington 
Town Hall, Upper Street N1 2UD
www.islington.gov.uk/assemblyhall
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Date and time Details and booking    Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Monday 20 June 
7pm

Words of Wisdom - World Refugee Day  
2016

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.allchangearts.org

Tuesday 21 June 
6-8pm

Living Lyrics St. Luke’s Centre, 90 Central Street, 
EC1V 8AJ
www.keychanges.org.uk

Thursday 23 June 
6.15-7.15pm

Living Lyrics
Limited tickets - advance booking essential 
on 020 7549 8172

Highgate Mental Health Centre, 
Dartmouth Park Hill, N19 5NX
www.keychanges.org.uk

Thursday 23 June 
6.30-7.30pm

Graphic Shakespeare: The Bard Re-Mixed 
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com 

Central Library, 2 Fieldway Crescent, 
N5 1PF
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Friday 24 June onwards 
10am-6pm Tuesday - 
Sunday

The BFG in Pictures 
Adults £7 (£5 conc.) Children £4
Bookings: www.houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

Saturday 25 June 
2-5pm

Illustrate Yourself in a 3D Scene  
– Family Workshop
Adults £7(£5 conc.) Children £4
Bookings: www.houseofillustration.org.uk

House of Illustration, 2 Granary Square, 
N1C 4BH
www.houseofillustration.org.uk
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Wednesday 22 June 
6-10pm

Migrant Stories: Are Solidarity and  
Empathy in Crisis?
£5 (£3 concessions) Booking: 
www.freewordcentre.com/events

Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA
www.freewordcentre.com



Date and time Details and booking    Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

 
Sunday 26 June 
2pm and 3.10pm 

Between the Stacks
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

Central Library, 2 Fieldway Crescent, 
N5 1PF
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
www.upswing.org.uk

Sunday 26 June 
12-3pm 

Little Green Library Gillespie Park,  Islington Ecology Centre, 
191 Drayton Park N5 1PH
www.thegardenclassroom.org.uk 

Monday 27 June 
11.30am-1.30pm 

Park Players Reminiscence workshop
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk 
to book.

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre

Tuesday 28 June 
7pm

Park Players Reminiscence sharing
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk 
to book.

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre

Wednesday 29 June 
6.30pm

Home is… presented by Apples and Snakes.
Tickets £5 Booking: 
www.freewordcentre.com/events

Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA 
www.freewordcentre.com

Thursday 30 June 
6-8pm

Word’s Up Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Road, 
EC1R 3GA 
www.freewordcentre.com

Thursday 30 June 
8.30pm 

Park Players Reminiscence sharing
Email learning@parktheatre.co.uk 
to book.

Park Theatre, 11 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, N4 3JP
www.parktheatre.co.uk
@ParkTheatre
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Saturday 25 June 
2pm and 3.10pm

Between the Stacks
Bookings http://islingtonlibraries.eventbrite.com

Finsbury Library, 245 St. John Street, EC1V 4NB 
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
www.upswing.org.uk



Reading for Wellbeing promotes 
reading as a means to better 
health and wellbeing. It is a growing 
partnership between Islington 
libraries and other organisations in 
the borough.

Reading Well Books on Prescription
The Books on Prescription Scheme 
has been running for several years 
as a partnership between NHS 
Islington and Islington Libraries. It is a 
treatment option for people with mild 
to moderate mental health problems.

There is now a national Reading Well 
Books on Prescription Scheme, which 
we have signed up to. This means 
that more books have been added to 
our existing scheme and are available 
in all Islington libraries except the 

Lewis Carroll Children’s Library. 

Doctors and mental health 
professionals can “prescribe” 
these books by selecting the most 
appropriate title from the list and 
filling out the specially designed 
“prescription pad”.  The patient will 
take this along to the library and take 
out the book. The books are also 
available in the library for people to 
borrow without a prescription. Non-
members can join straight away with 
no fuss and little paperwork. 

Reading Well Books on Prescription 
for Dementia
This national scheme was launched 
in January 2015 and consists of a 
collection of 25 books that you might 
find helpful if you have dementia, are 

caring for someone with dementia, 
or want to find out more about the 
condition. It works in the same way 
as the general Books on Prescription 
scheme. 

Reading well Books on Prescription 
for young people
This national scheme builds on the 
successful adult mental health and 
dementia schemes. A new booklist 
provides young people (13 to 18) with 
information, advice and support for 
common mental health conditions, 
such as anxiety, depression and 
stress.
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Islington Libraries and Islington 
CAMHS 
Similar to the national scheme 
we have a collection of self-help 
books at the North Library. This is 
a partnership between Islington’s 
(NHS) Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Service (CAMHS), based in the 
Northern Health Centre, N7.

The collection includes books 
on Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) in children, autistic 
spectrum disorders, anxiety in 
children, depression in young people, 
parenting books to improve behaviour 
management in children and helping 
children to sleep. 

The young person is given a Books 
on Prescription-style form by their 

contact in CAMHS and also gets a 
copy of the book list enabling them to 
find the book they need without staff 
help and perhaps finding other titles 
that would be useful but not on the 
list.

Mood-boosting Books
Mood-boosting Books is a list 
of adult titles, including novels, 
poetry and non-fiction. The books 
are recommended by readers and 
reading groups. The latest collection 
of Mood Boosting Books was recently 
launched on Blue Monday. They are 
available from any Islington library 
except Lewis Carroll Children’s 
Library.

The Carers’ Collection
The Carers’ Collection is a joint 
venture with Islington Carers’ Hub. 
There are collections of books for 
carers in four of our libraries. They 
include books about dementia caring, 
caring for someone in old age, caring 
for someone after a stroke, and much 
more. 

Reading and Wellbeing Autism 
collection
A collection of books for adults, 
young people and children as well 
as parents and carers on Autism. 
The widely varying world views and 
experiences of those with Autism are 
explored in this mixture of fiction and 
non-fiction. 

www.islingtonreads.co.uk 
@Islingtonlibs
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After Word – following 
the Festival
Summer Reading 
Challenge 2016 
All libraries
The Big Friendly Read – the 2016 
Summer Reading Challenge – 
celebrates the 100th birthday of 
the great storyteller, Roald Dahl. 
Children aged 4-11 read six books 
and collect stickers that highlight 
the themes of Roald Dahl’s 
famous books, including words, 
invention, mischief and friendship. 
And, if they finish all six books, 
they could also win one of our 
great prizes!

The Challenge runs from 
2 July-18 September. For 
more information go to www.
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Watch out too for our programme 
of summer events including poetry 
workshops with the brilliant Paul 
Lyalls plus two family workshops at 
the House of Illustration. Look out 
too for ever-popular Safari Pete’s 
live animal show plus themed craft 
events. 

For more details go to  
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
Champions
Aged 13-19? Why not become 
a Summer Reading Challenge 
Champion, helping younger 
children complete their challenge? 
For more details go to:  
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries 

Summer5Challenge

If you’re 11-16, join the 
Summer5Challenge. Complete five 
activities involving youth clubs, 
Sobell Centre, open spaces, local 
museums and libraries, upload 
your challenge selfie onto our 
Instagram page and you could win 
a major prize. For more details go 
to www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

@Islingtonlibs 
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Venues and Libraries 
at a glance
Archway Library Hamlyn House, Highgate Hill  N19 5PH

Arsenal FC Emirates Stadium  N5 1BU

Assembly Hall Islington Town Hall, Upper Street  N1 2UD

Cally Festival Caledonian Road  N1

Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent  N5 1PF

City North N4 Development Wells Terrace  N4

Estorick Collection of Modern Italian Art 39a Canonbury Square   N1 2AN

Finsbury Library 245 St John Street  EC1V 4NB

Free Word Centre 60 Farringdon Road  EC1R 3GA

Gillespie Park Islington Ecology Centre, Gillespie Park  N5 1PH 
 Nature Reserve, 191 Drayton Park

House of Illustration 2 Granary Square  N1C 4BH

Islington Local History Centre 245 St John Street  EC1V 4NB

Islington Museum 245 St John Street  EC1V 4NB

John Barnes Library Outside Pangbourne House, Camden Road  N7 0BD
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King Henry’s Walk Gardens 11c King Henry’s Walk  N1 4NX

Lewis Carroll Children’s Library 166 Copenhagen Street  N1 0ST

Mildmay Library 21-23 Mildmay Park  N1 4NA

N4 Library 26 Blackstock Road  N4 2DW

Newington Green Newington Green  N1 4RF

North Library Manor Gardens  N7 6JX

Park Theatre Clifton Terrace  N4 3JP

Platform Youth Hub Hornsey Road Baths, 2 Tiltman Place,   N7 7EE
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 off Hornsey Road  

St. Luke’s Centre 90 Central Street  EC1V 8AJ

South Library 115-117 Essex Road  N1 2SL

Thornhill Primary School Thornhill Road  N1 1HX

West Library Bridgeman Road  N1 1BD

Whittington Park Holloway Road   N19 4RS



Thank you to our partners in the Word2016 Festival:
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With generous support from and in partnership with:
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