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From the Mayor of Islington 
I am very pleased to be 
introducing the Word Festival. 
The Word Festival springs from 
the Fairness Commission report 
and the Islington Reads strategy 
with its focus on a community 
collaboration to raise aspiration 
and achievement through the 
promotion of reading across the 
borough. The Festival has brought 
together some of Islington’s 

organisations working with local 
residents to create a diverse range 
of new works for the Festival. 
Thank you to everyone who has 
been involved and especially our 
funders Crossrail contractors BFK 

Venture) and Arts Council England. 

Councillor Jilani Chowdhury 

Delighted to be sponsoring the 
Word2013 Festival 
Crossrail contractors BFK (a Bam 

 
- who are building the new Farringdon 
station - are delighted to be sponsoring 
the ‘Word2013 Festival’ in Islington 
as part of the Crossrail Community 
Investment Programme. We are 
committed to making a positive 
difference in the communities where 

writing and freedom of expression 
are essential building blocks for 

We think there’s something for 
everyone at the Festival. So from all 

you enjoy it.

Terry Morgan (Crossrail Chairman)
Peter Bimson (BFK JV Director)
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Welcome to Word2013

Welcome to Islington’s 
Word2013 Festival 
- a month long 
celebration of reading, 
writing and freedom 
of expression with 
activities and events 
going on across the 
borough and packed 
with works created 
specifically for the 
Festival.  

exhibitions and performances 
involving some of the most 

writers and organisations in 
Islington.

Highlights include the exhibitions 

Reframing Palestine and From 
Hollywood to Highbury. There are 
creative writing workshops with 

Fiction Flicks and Spinning Yarns. 
You can enjoy a Spring Ball or a 
visit to the theatre to see We’re 
going on a Bear Hunt. Take part in 
the Teen Read Vote or tell us your 
favourite book in the Love Books 

competition. There are 100 Word 
Plays and Secret Radio Plays and 
a Mini Midnight Run. And if you are 
in the parks take part in a Picnic 
and a Play or catch some of the 
trees ‘bookwrapped’.

With over 50 events during May 
there is something for everyone in 
the Word2013 Festival.

Word2013 is a partnership project 
delivered by Islington Library and 
Heritage Services;; Islington Arts 
Service;; All Change and Free Word.

www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

www.islington.gov.uk/arts

www.allchangearts.org

www.freewordonline.com
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From Colman  
to Costello 
A history of the Astoria Cinema and 
Rainbow Theatre, Finsbury Park
Thursday 2 May onwards  
Islington Local History Centre

In 1930 the Astoria cinema brought entertainment 
and luxury to north London. By the 1960s it had 
developed a dual role both as a picture house and 

became legendary as a music venue attracting some 

Frank Zappa  

as well as 
notable acts  
from the decade’s 
burgeoning 

and new wave 
scenes. 
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My Archway 
A memoir
Wednesday 1 May 11am and 6pm  
Archway Library

The Archway Library will host a site 

created by Scarabeus Aerial Theatre 
involving local children from Hargrave 
Park Primary School and elders from 
the Third Age and Pensioners group. 

capture the audience in a time travel journey that 
spans from Victorian Archway to the present. 
Who remembers the Electric Cinema with the 

newspaper before the Archway tower was erected.  

Book through Scarabeus 0207 281 7493 or 
Archway Library 020 7257 7820.
This project is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
through All Our Stories.



Things to see

From Hollywood 
to Highbury 
Islington goes to the movies
Friday 10 May onwards Islington Museum

With over 
40 picture 
palaces in 
Islington since 

the Lumière 

screened 
moving 
pictures to the 
paying public 

From the Cinematograph Theatre in Finsbury Park 
to the People’s Picture Palace in Clerkenwell this 
exhibition explores the history of Islington’s cinematic 

some long since disappeared.

Things to see The Word2013 Festival 5

Reframing 
Palestine
Wednesday 8 May onwards Free Word

An exhibition by Raedah Saadeh that conveys with 

European great master painters and ancient fairy 

and positivity that encourages the viewer to do a 
double take and reconsider entrenched opinions. 

Described by the writer 
Victoria Brittain as “the 

subversive and deadly 
serious of artists” Raedah 
Saadeh’s artworks evoke 
women’s lives and the 
question of who controls 
them. 

Exhibition courtesy of Rose 
Issa Projects.



Keep Occupied 
with Words
Thursdays 18, 25 April, 2, 9, 16, 23 May 
5-7.30pm. Performance 30 May Platform 

Be creative with words in weekly workshops with 
Apples and Snakes poet Kenny Baraka. Develop your 

performance skills. Share your work with an audience 
in a special performance. 

For young people aged 13-19. No experience 
necessary.

Write Ideas
Tuesdays 16, 23, 30 April and 7, 14, 21 May 
4.30-7pm Platform

An author-led storymaking project for young people 

create stories in lots of different ways and enjoy soon-
to-be-published books with professional authors.  

editors and publishers of the future. With hot 
chocolate and cup cakes!

For young people aged 13-19. No experience 
necessary.
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Signs
Friday 3 May 1-2.30pm Free Word 

Children from Frank Barnes School for the Deaf and 

workshops on signed poetry. Artist and performer 

will lead workshops in the schools in April exploring  
the richness of translation between sign language  

 
with inventive ways to communicate across this 
language divide. 

As well as an invitation to think more about sign 

be a way of encouraging visual thinkers to taste some 
of the delights of 
poetry. 

£5 (£3 concessions)  
– see Diary for 
details.

Where We’re  
From, Who  
We Are
Wednesday 1 May 6-7.30pm Central Library

How do our backgrounds 

where our parents and 
grandparents were 
born and where we 
live – shape our sense 
of ourselves and how 
we express that sense 
of self? This poetry 

hosted by poet and 
Birkbeck lecturer Liane 
Strauss and featuring 
students on Birkbeck’s 

will explore ideas about place and identity.

50 places available – see Diary for details.

Things to do
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Fiction Flicks
Platform 

Hornby and more - come to the silver screen at 
Platform’s Film Club. The programme includes 
something for everyone – with Saturday morning 

midweek nostalgia with It’s a Wonderful Life.

Saturday 4 May 
11am 
7pm The Talented Mr Ripley (15) 

Saturday 11 May 
11am 
7pm The Colour Purple (15)

Saturday 18 May  
11am 
7pm Fever Pitch (15)

Thursday 23 May  
11am 
screening 
2pm 

Half-Term:

Tuesday 28 May  
11am 

Wednesday 29 May  
11am  
ages 13-19)

Thursday 30 May 11am The Kite Runner (12) 
(Young People ages 13-19)
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Alpha Hero to 
Contemporary 
Heroine
Wednesday 8 May 6-8pm Central Library

Rice gives an introductory talk about how to write 

Boon including topics such 

where to target your 

Followed by a Q&A session 
and a short exercise on 
‘hooking your reader with 
the perfect opening line’. 
For Adults. 
50 places available.

Twinkle Twinkle  
Little Bus
Friday 10 May 11-12noon Central Library

Inspire! young parents 
group invite you to join 
them for a morning 
of stories and rhymes 
at Central Library to 
celebrate the launch of 
their new publication 
Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Bus. Come along for some family fun.

Twinkle Twinkle Little Bus is a collection of original 

created by using current children’s storybooks for 
inspiration while using simple drawing techniques 
that can be shared with children.

Inspire! is a partnership project led by All Change 

young parents aged 14-19.

www.allchangearts.org/inspire 

Things to do
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Spinning Yarns
Saturday 11 May 2-5pm Platform

Spinning Yarns is a poetry event open to anyone 
interested in poetry and knitting! Come and enjoy 
pop-up poetry performances by Pegasus Poetry 

of a professional knitting guru. Or if you are an 
experienced knitter please do come and share  
your skills. All materials provided. Hot drinks  
and cake available!

A partnership project 

Cubitt Education and 
Platform.

We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt
Saturday 11 - Friday 31 May Little Angel Theatre

“We’re going on a bear hunt.
We’re going to catch a big one.
What a beautiful day!
We’re not scared.”

A family go on an expedition of a lifetime – running 

Little Angel Theatre brings Michael Rosen’s thrilling 
and funny adventure to life in a 
brand new puppetry production 
directed by Little Angel Theatre’s 

and with music by renowned 

Tickets are £5 to £12. To book 
visit www.littleangeltheatre or 
by phone 020 7226 1787.



Phantom Fuel
Saturday 11 May 2.30-4pm Parasol Unit

imaginative journey exploring the mythology of 

to weave together new mythologies about how the 
artworks came into being. 

Suitable for families with children aged 5–15.

£5 (per family) – see Diary for details.

In Between
Monday 13 May 6-8pm Fix Coffee

aimed to deliver high quality community-based writing 

Turkish-speaking women’s group - and to critically 

from 4 unique publications and discuss the project at 
Fix on Whitecross Street.

www.inbetweenwriting.wordpress.com

Things to do
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Who is Afraid  
of Comics?
Wednesday 15 May 6.30-8pm Central Library

and strict censorship that have besieged comics in 
Britain and around the world? Why have they been 
repeatedly the targets of campaigns and censorship? 

pictures? 

From their 19th century precursors in Penny 

controversies behind 
the comic medium’s 
often fraught 
maturing process 
and the continuing 
issues of political 
correctness and the 
right to offend.

12 The Word2013 Festival Things to do

Story Queens
Monday 13 May 6-8.30pm Central Library

The Story Queens event features children’s writers: 

how to engage them and what the issues are. Mairi 

the panel to contribute her experience of publishing 

event will be chaired by Sunday Times Children’s 

lively debate! The event will be followed by drinks and 
a book signing. This event is of particular interest 

writing for Teenagers.
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Elvis Has Left 
the Building
Behind the scenes at the Rainbow 
Theatre, Finsbury Park

Friday 17 May 6pm Islington Museum

Travel back in time to one of Britain’s best loved 

Rick Burton: “It was a wonderful and sometimes 

new wave music everywhere!

Free - no booking 
required.

Teen Read Vote
Thursday 16 May 4pm Waterstones 

Since March young people have been voting across 
the borough to select their favourite book for the 
Islington Teen Read Vote 2013. 

Vote 2013 announcement and lively discussion with 
the author.



Ladies Day at 
Arsenal
Saturday 18 May 2-4pm Emirates Stadium

Mums and Daughters 
(age 10 and under) join 
poet Paul Lyalls for a 
celebrations of all things 
Arsenal FC. 

Enjoy a behind the 
scenes tour of the 
fantastic Emirates 
Stadium then follow in 
the footsteps of Nick 

stories and experiences of being a fan of the beautiful 

be accompanies by a child).

Booking is essential for Grandads, Dads and 
Lads and Ladies Day at Arsenal. To book call All 
Change on 020 7689 4646.

Grandads, Dads 
and Lads
Saturday 18 May 11am–1pm Emirates Stadium

All Change and 
Arsenal in the 
community 
invite you to join 
poet Paul Lyalls 
for a celebration 
of all things 
Arsenal FC with 
one event for 
female family 

members and one event for male family members. 
Enjoy a behind the scenes tour of the fantastic 
Emirates Stadium then follow in the footsteps of 

workshop for all generations.

accompanied by a child).

Things to do
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Tales Beneath 
Your Feet 
Islington Stories 

Saturday 18, Sunday 19 and Saturday 25 May

East in a series of walks around Islington. Listen to 

discover the secrets behind some of the buildings or 
places that are part of your day-to-day life.

Walk 1 Saturday 18 May 11.30am

Footsore and Fortunate  

Meet outside Archway Library

Walk 2 Sunday 19 May 2pm

Ghostly Traces and Lost Places  
(along the Back Road to Cally Market Way)  
Meet outside Angel tube station

Things to do
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Walk 3 Saturday 25 May 11am and 2pm

Water and Wells for Wealth, Health and Stealth 

Meet outside Farringdon tube station  
(Cowcross Road entrance)

All walks take approximately an hour and are just 
under 2 miles. Not suitable for under 5.

Please refer 
to the Word 
Festival 
website 
for more 
information 
regarding 
the complete 
itinerary of the 
walks.
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Mini Midnight 
Run
Saturday 18 May 6pm-Midnight

The Islington Word Festival Mini Midnight Run is a 
celebration of the literature and life of the borough. 
Participants sign up with Spread the Word in advance 
and are joined by Inua and four other commissioned 

moves to 
different 
locations in 
the borough 
as the night 

will take 

share ideas inspired by the locations you visit. For 
writers with a sense of adventure!

£8 per ticket – contact Spread the Word for 
tickets and details of the route. See Diary for 
details.

Sing-Along 
Summer Picnic
Saturday 18 May 11am-1pm  
Royal Northern Gardens

present a music and language performance unlike 
any other.

explores different themes in magical new ways.

art inspired by the songs in the art and craft 
workshops.

The Sing-along Summer 
Picnic is set to be an 

experience for both 
children and parents alike. 
Don’t forget to bring a 
packed lunch!



A Picnic and a 
Play
Sunday 19 May 12-4pm Highbury Fields 

playwrights and young people and performed ‘script 
in hand’ by young people aged 12-19 on Highbury 

over and around your picnic rug. The six plays have 
been developed by young people and professional 
playwrights on the MA Scriptwriting Course at 

Things to do
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Words are Birds
Monday 20 May 7-9pm Thornhill Primary School 

A fun night of poetry 
and rhymes for all the 
family with live spoken 
word performances 
from Paul Lyalls and 

the country’s most 
loved and funniest 
poets. The night will 

also feature performances from pupils at Thornhill 
Primary School of their own work from their new book 
of poetry ‘Words are Birds’.

This is a partnership project between All Change and 
Thornhill Primary School as part of their Outer Space 

working in collaboration with teachers and pupils 

through arts activities.

£3 donation to the school. 
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The Highbury Time 
Tangle and the Door 
of Dimensions
A legendary House of Fairy Tales 
time travel adventure
Saturday 25 May 12-6pm The Loxfords

The moment has arrived for 
that most wondrous of temporal 
events – The Irregular Convention 

the Door of Dimensions is closing 
and time is running out.

of Fairy Tales need young adventurers with brave 
spirits and quick wits to keep the door ajar. Can you 
out sooth the soothsayer? Can you tickle the future? 
Can you solve the mystery of Schrödinger’s kitten? 
Navigate tricky challenges and oddball characters to 

See Diary for details.

We Have a Voice!
Thursday 23 May 1.30-3pm Free Word

people at Free Word to 
celebrate the power of 
storytelling!

Free Word’s Translator 
in Residence Canan 
Marasligil has been 
running a series of 
creative workshops 
with schools throughout 

storytelling in all its forms. 

share their stores and celebrate the power of the word.
£5 (£3 concessions) – see Diary for details.
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B Voices
Sunday 26 May 2pm and 4.30pm Platform

and performed by a cast of girls and young women 
and guided by professional female artists. B Voices 
explores the themes of identity and womanhood. B 

unique journey into the sounds and sights of B Voices 
and the lives of the remarkable women involved. 

Parental guidance 
recommended.

Booking for 
Readathon Don 
and B Voices is 
essential. Visit 
the Platform 
website www.
platformislington.
org.uk.

The Readathon 
Don
Saturday 25 May 2pm and 4pm Platform

A brand new play about reading by 60 young people 
aged 9-12. 

When RR begins to wail at the announcement of 

Fearless Town are confused. It’s what they’ve all 

seems scared. Why?

In an attempt to encourage RR the young people 
tell the secret story of The Readathon Don. The only 

person in 

the only person 
in the whole of 
the world that 
managed to 
jump inside of 
a book!
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The Magic of 
Story
A creative writing workshop with 
author Sara Grant
Tuesday 28 May 2-4pm West Library

She will discuss the joy of writing and read from her new 
series Magic Trix. This series follows the adventures of 

become a fairy godmother. But 

horribly and hysterically wrong. 
Through a little magic and a 
lot of audience participation 
– Sara hopes to transform 
her young audience into 
storytellers. 

Suitable for children aged 

available. 

Things to do

Spring Ball 
Monday 27 May 7-9pm – doors open at 6.30pm 
Islington Assembly Hall

Cubitt Education presents their fourth annual Spring 
Ball – a contemporary tea dance and multi-media 
extravaganza that explores the power of the written 
and spoken word through the visual arts. 

performance and sound works created collaboratively 

exploring themes emerging from William Blake’s 

– Live life drawing
–  The Cake Museum: real life local heritage explored 

– Dancing for all
The event is led 
by the local older 
community and 
celebrates the 

and inspiration of 
our elders. All ages 
welcome.
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Express 
Yourself
Tuesday 28 May 5-7pm Platform

Express Yourself is a youth led panel discussion 
exploring what young people like to read and what 
kind of work they like to create. Hosted by young 
people aged 13-19 living and studying in Islington in 
partnership with best selling authors from Hot Key 

The event gives anybody interested in literature the 
opportunity to hear directly from young people about 
what inspires them and to engage in a lively and 
interactive discussion that will stretch the minds and 
thoughts of both the panel and the audience.

Express Yourself 
is a partnership 
project between 

Islington 

Books and Edge 

Punjeet and 
Judy-gee
A Bollywood Punch and Judy Show
Wednesday 29 May 11-11.30am 
Lewis Carroll Children’s Library

Wednesday 29 May 2.15-2.45pm 
Archway Library

Professor and performs his own unique version using 
characters drawn from the diversity of modern day 

fun multi-cultural characters including the popular Dr 

is a wonderful combination of 
the traditional and modern – 
keeping Mr Punch at the centre 
of the action whilst making the 
show relevant to modern multi-
cultural Britain.

60 places. Ages 3+.

Things to do
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Music Box 
Rare Stories from the  
Animal World
Thursday 30 May 
10.30-11.15am North Library
12.30-1.15pm Central Library
2.30-3.15pm Finsbury Library

Rare stories from the world of animals. Music Box tells 
traditional stories from far and wide with music. Come 
and listen and then join in with the music making! 

Parents and under 5s.  
25 places available at each session.

We are Poets 
Friday 31 May 6-7.30pm 
Islington Arts and Media School

The award winning 

moving and radical 

art and freedom 

as a remarkable 
team of six British 

New Voices: the most prestigious Poetry Slam 
competition in the world. From their inner city lives on 

the young poets explosively lay bare the concerns of 
a generation as they take on the world and prepare 
for a transformational and emotional journey of a 
lifetime. For young people aged 14-16.

£2 (£1 for students) 

Things to do
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Come Rhyme 
with Me 
Friday 31 May 7-10pm 
Cottons Caribbean Restaurant 
Dean Atta and Deanna Rodger host a poetry evening 
presented as a dining experience with a set menu 

have been chosen to represent. With an open mic to 

Full price tickets include a traditional Caribbean 

cheese and rice and peas. 

Performers on the menu this month are Starter: Yrsa 

Simon Mole. 

Feeling tasty and fancy being on the menu? Arrive 
early to sign up as an appetizer in the open mic. 

Speakeasy  
Open Mic
Secret date and location to be announced 

Our secret 

over a local café 
for one night to 

ever Open Mic 
night – a space for 
dynamic short play 

compered by ICT’s 

night will include a performance by a guest spoken 
word artist/rapper chosen by the young people who 
will produce the event.

Sign up on our website and you will receive the place 
and time of this secret event. 

www.islingtoncommunitytheatre.com

Things to do
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Word of the Day
1-31 May

The Free Word of the Day will be travelling round 

a Free Word will be on display at a different Islington 

#Word2013 hashtag to be entered into a prize draw. 

Love Books
1 May-16 June 

During the Word2013 Festival Islington residents will 
be able to vote for their favourite book and one lucky 

be entered in to the prize draw. Following the Festival 
we will publish the list of the Top 100 books as voted 
by you! 

Find out more at www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Also happening
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Paul Lyalls  
Word2013 Poet-in-Residence
Paul’s poetry is funny and moving and his poetry 
workshops produce extraordinary poems from 
children of all ages. Paul has been poet in residence 
at 10 Secondary Schools and 14 Primary Schools. In 

and he performed at the new Wembley Stadium. 

news. Paul has worked and performed with Michael 

Benjamin Zephaniah to name but a few. Paul was 
one of the London 2012 Olympic ‘Shake the Dust’ 
Poets and 2012 Smile London Poets. 

Where Are You 
Going?

A series of 
extraordinary 
poetic 
artworks 
created by 
All Change 
on the public 
hoardings 
at Wells 
Terrace and 

Morris Place in Finsbury Park as part of an exciting 

Theatre. 

Featuring poetry and stories from the local 

and a special ‘Speakers Corner’ spoken word event at 
the end of May.

Also happening

www.paul-lyalls.com 

Daffodils
Daffodils are white
Daffodils are yellow
If this makes you uptight
Then you are not that mellow.



Today’s Special 
1-31 May Open daily 
Euphorium Bakery 79 and 202 Upper Street 

An exhibition of 
poetry from the 
new book ‘Words 
are Birds’ created 
by pupils from 
Thornhill Primary 
School created 
with All Change 

Paul Lyalls. The 
poetry has been 

produced as part of Thornhill Primary School’s Outer 

artists working in collaboration with teachers and 

questions through arts activities. The work will be on 

branches of Euphorium Bakery.

Euphorium Bakery – the best of British baking
www.euphoriumbakery.com
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Bookwraps 
1-31 May Whittington Park and Highbury Fields

Islington’s Tree Service invites you to take time out in 
the park. Come sit and read amongst the trees that 
have been specially wrapped for the Word Festival. 

Each tree is individually wrapped with a different 
book jacket - some of the books you might have read 
and others you’ll want to. A partnership with Random 
House publishers.

Also happening



Picturing 
Poetry
House of Illustration pioneers creative approaches 

placing professional illustrators in classrooms to help 
children develop their communication skills through 
illustration. Picturing Poetry will bring together poet 
Francesca Beard and illustrator Merlin Evans to 
inspire pupils at Ashmount School to develop images 
and create poems.

Also happening The Word2013 Festival 

T3XT
Almeida Theatre

T3XT is a 3 day script writing project taking place in 
May 2013 that works with young people to develop 
short scripts with the support of a professional writer 
and dramaturg. The work will come to life on stage at 
the Almeida Theatre on 31 May in front of an invited 
audience - performed by a group of young actors 
and directed by a professional director. The T3XT 
workshop is for invited young people from across 
Islington.

Also happening
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Audio Islington 
Magazine 

talking magazine providing all sorts of articles of 
interest read by actors and will be covering this 

suggestions from and requests by listeners. 

provide an easily navigable audio guide to useful 
services in Islington and listings of places and 
activities. There is a great and increasing variety of 

listeners to access the ones they want. 

To receive the magazine contact Talking News 

Word2013  
Read-In 
Saturday 18 May Highbury Fields

If you’re passing Highbury Fields on Saturday 18 

A multitude of young people emerging from Central 
Library. Heads held high. Hands by their sides. A 
single book tucked safely under their right arm. No-
one knows how they all got there. Or who they are. 

take their place in the sunshine (or rain) and do just 
one thing. READ! 

co-produced 
by  Islington 
Community 

Change B 
Project for 
young women 
and One Youth 
Dance.
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Secret Radio 
Plays and 100 
Word Plays
1-31 May

Secret Radio Plays 
- built from our 
workshops with 
BBC Radio 4’s 
drama department. 
Short radio plays 
written by young 
people connected 

radio plays will be available online to download with 
listening locations listed. 

word play written by a young person (and occasionally 
a famous playwright) every day on our website and 
we’ll tweet a tiny teaser of each play every day. Visit 
www.islingtoncommunitytheatre.com

First Class Post
First Class Post 
will give children in 
Islington schools 
training in letter-
writing from 

educators. Each 
school group will 
then be linked to a 
school in a country 
which has a 
migrant community 
represented in 
Islington. 

These schools will 
join together in a 
“global classrooms” 
project based 

around letter exchanges between children here and 

forging relationships across borders and concluding 

material that is exhibited for students and schools.

Also happening
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SPIN
Wednesday 15 May Platform

playful poems pirouette
listen as we spin some sound.”

leading organisation for performance poetry) cook 

just what you can do with them in a workshop and 
performances for invited Islington primary schools.

and storytellers each with 
their own distinct style will 
start a poetry revolution! 

revealing everything that 
poetry is and can be.

Independent 
Prize for 
Foreign Fiction 
Two Reading groups in the borough have been invited 
to take part in this year’s Independent Prize for 
Foreign Fiction. 

The two groups will receive copies of all shortlisted 
titles and will participate in reading and completing 
group based activities around the books. They will 
then vote for their favourite title online which will 
be announced at the Independent Prize for Foreign 
Fiction award ceremony. The Reading group members 
will attend a Reader’s Day at the Free Word.



Diary at a glance

Diary The Word2013 Festival 31

Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

1-31 May Word of the day Various sites around Islington
1-31 May Bookwraps Highbury Fields N5 1QP and 

Whittington Park N19 4RS
1-31 May Secret Radio Plays and  

100 Word Plays
Online at  
www.islingtoncommunitytheatre.com

1-31 May Paul Lyalls - Word2013 Poet in 
Residence

Across Islington

1-31 May Todays Special

www.euphoriumbakery.com
1-31 May Picturing Poetry Islington schools
1-31 May T3XT Almeida Theatre Almeida Street N1 1TA 

www.almeida.co.uk
1-31 May Audio  Islington Magazine Across Islington
1-31 May First Class Post Islington schools

1-31 May Where are you going? Wells Terrace and Morris Place
1-31 May Independent Prize for Foreign Fiction

Love Books Islington Libraries

Wednesday 1 May 11am  
and 6pm

My Archway
Highgate Hill N19 5PH
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 
1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
To book contact k.potts@bbk.ac.uk

2-31 May From Colman to Costello: a history 
of the Astoria Cinema and Rainbow 

Islington Local History Centre. 245 

Opening hours: Monday 9.30am-
8pm Tuesday 9.30am-5pm Thursday 
9.30am-8pm Friday 9.30am -5pm 
Saturday 9.30am - 5pm. Closed for 
lunch from 1-2pm and 6pm every other 
Monday - please call us prior to visiting. 
www.islington.gov.uk/islington/
history-heritage

Keep Occupied with Words
www.platformislington.org.uk

Friday 3 May 1-2.30pm Signs Free Word 60 Farringdon Road EC1R 
www.freewordonline.com

 
 

Fiction Flicks
www.platformislington.org.uk
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

 Write ideas
www.platformislington.org.uk

Wednesday 8 May Reframing Palestine Free Word 60 Farringdon Road EC1R 
www.freewordonline.com

Wednesday 8 May 6-8pm Alpha Hero to Contemporarty  
Heroine

Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 
1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

10-31 May From Hollywood to Highbury:  
Islington goes to the movies EC1V 4NL. Opening hours: 10am-5pm 

except Wednesday and Sunday
Friday 10 May 11am-12noon Twinkle Twinkle Little Bus Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 

1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries 
Saturday 11-31 May Little Angel Theatre 14 Dagmar Terrace 

N1 2DN www.littleangeltheatre.com
Saturday 11 May 2-5pm Spinning Yarns

www.platformislington.org.uk
Saturday 11 May 2.30-4pm Phantom Fuel

www.parasol-unit.org
Monday 13 May 6-8pm In Between Fix Coffee 161 Whitecross Street EC1Y 

Monday 13 May 6-8.30pm Story Queens Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 
1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Wednesday 15 May SPIN
www.platformislington.org.uk

Wednesday 15 May  
6.30-8pm

Who Is Afraid of Comics? Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 
1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries 

Thursday 16 May 4pm Teen Read Vote
2XH  www.waterstones.com

Elvis has left the building: behind 

Finsbury Park
EC1V 4NL. Opening hours: 10am – 5pm 
except Wednesday and Sunday

Saturday 18 May Word2013 Read-in Highbury Fields N5 1QP
Saturday 18 May 11am-1pm Sing-Along Summer Picnic

Saturday 18 May 11am-1pm 
and 2-4pm

Arsenal FC Emirates Stadium London 
www.arsenal.com

Saturday 18 May 
 2-4pm

Ladies Day Arsenal FC Emirates Stadium London 
www.arsenal.com

Tales Beneath your Feet Archway Library  
Angel Tube Station  
Farringdon Tube Station
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Saturday 18 May  
6pm-midnight

Mini Midnight run Spread the Word 

0208 692 0231
info@spreadtheword.org.uk

Sunday 19 May 12-4pm Picnic and a Play Highbury Fields N5 1QP

Words are Birds Thornhill Primary School Thornhill Road 
N1 1HX webfronter.com/islington/
thornhill

Thursday 23 May 1.30-3pm We have a voice! Free Word 60 Farringdon Road EC1R 
www.freewordonline.com

Saturday 25 May 12-6pm The Highbury Time and Tangle  
and the Door of Dimensions

The Loxfords 85 Highbury Park

info@houseoffairytales.org  
www.houseoffairytales.org

Saturday 25 May 2pm  
and 4pm

The Readathon Don
www.platformislington.org.uk

Sunday 26 May 2pm and 
4.30pm

B Voices
www.platformislington.org.uk
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

 
Doors open at 6.30pm.

Spring Ball
www.assemblyhall.

islington.gov.uk
Tuesday 28 May 2-4pm The Magic of Story West Library Bridgeman Road N1 1BD

Express Yourself
www.platformislington.org.uk

Wednesday 29 May 
11-11.30 at Lewis Carroll 
Children’s Library

Lewis Carroll Children’s Library  
166 Copenhagen Street N1 0ST 

Wednesday 29 May 
2.15-2.45pm at Archway 
Library

Archway Library Hamlyn House 
Highgate Hill N19 5PH

Thursday 30 May 
10.30-11.15am at North 
Library

Music Box - Rare Stories from the 
Animal World

 
www.islington.gov.uk/libraries

Thursday 30 May 
12.30-1.15pm at Central 
Library

Music Box - Rare Stories from the 
Animal World

Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 
1PF www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
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Date and time Details and booking  Venue details

Events and activities are free and open to all with no booking required unless stated below.

Thursday 30 May 
2.30-3.15pm at Finsbury 
Library

Music Box - Rare Stories from the 
Animal World

Finsbury Library 245 Fieldway Crescent 
EC1V 4NL www.islington.gov.uk/
libraries

We are Poets Islington Arts and Media School Turle 
Road N4 3LS www.iamschool.co.uk

Come Rhyme with me Cottons Caribbean Restaurant

EC1R 4QP 
Secret date and location Speakeasy Open Mic Check www.

islingtoncommunitytheatre.com

Contact details for the Word2013 Festival 
Further details about the Word2013 Festival can be found at:  
www.wordfestivalislington.co.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @WordIslington

4646 or email info@allchangearts.org.
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Islington
Reads
It’s been a year since the council launched 
its drive to increase the number of 
residents reading for pleasure. Called 

encourage residents of all ages to read. 

Over the last year Islington Reads initiatives 

Aquaterra Leisure and Montem Primary 

read with children. The borough’s libraries 

The Library service also increased the 
number of adults participating in this 

20
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record details in a reading diary. Nearly 

at HMP Pentonville library. 

A new partnership with Aquaterra is 
setting up bookswaps in all its leisure 
centres. 

And there is no better time to join your 
local library. As part of the Word2013 
Festival we are offering anyone who joins 
Islington libraries the chance to win a 

the free draw. 

For more information about Islington 
Reads contact Tony Brown on  

 
tony.brown@islington.gov.uk.
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After Word – following 
the Festival
Islington Giving Week
1–9 June
Do you want to learn more about 
what’s happening in Islington 
and how you too can make a 

Week celebrates the fantastic 
programme of activities to 
support Islington residents and 
demonstrates how anyone can 
become involved. For more 
information please visit  
www.islingtongiving.org.uk

26 presents Tessa 
Ross, Controller of 
Film 4, on Writing  
for Film
Wednesday 5 June 
Doors open at 6.15pm  
Free Word
Tessa Ross is a behind-the-
screens legend. The driving force 
behind gems such as Slumdog 

Psychopaths.

Fresh from winning a BAFTA for 
Outstanding Contribution to British 

works with screenwriters. 

Booking details: 
www.26tessarosstalk.
eventbrite.co.uk

Make a Noise in 
Libraries Fortnight
3-14 June
Make a Noise in Libraries (MANIL) 
Fortnight is an annual campaign to 
bring public libraries and blind and 
partially sighted people together 
to improve access to books and 
information. The theme this year 
is “Signposting” - working together 
to make it easier for blind and 
partially sighted people to get 

magazines in accessible formats. 

www.rnib.org.uk
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The Literary 
Conference: Writing  
in a digital age
7-8 June 9.30am-6pm Free Word
The Literary Consultancy (TLC) 
is proud to announce the much-
anticipated return of its cutting-
edge conference: Writing in a 

at all levels. The overriding 
theme of this year’s conference 
is ‘quality in a digital age’ – and 
how authors can make the latest 

available work for them.

TLC is delighted to partner with 
Times Literary Supplement 
and BookFlower and work in 
association with the Society for 

Perera.

The conference features more than 

Robert McCrum and literary agent 

Participants can take part in the 
Audience Story-time and the Pen 

this year in association with Book 
Hackday.

For the full programme visit  
www.literaryconsultancy.co.uk
 

Islington Carers Week
10-16 June
The Islington Carers Hub will 
be running a set of events with 
partners to celebrate Carers 
Week under this year’s theme of 
Prepared to Care? 

To mark Carers Week in Islington 
and in partnership with the Council 
the Hub is launching 4 collections 
of Carers Books in the Library 

friends caring for someone with 

or frailty. The collections will 
come with a booklist of the 
recommended titles.

Alongside this the Library service 
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will be providing collections of 
Mood Boosting books aimed at 

might have experienced mild 
to moderate mental-health 

and depression. It includes 
books ranging from novels and 

novels. There are also titles which 

readers.

For details of events please 
visit the Hubs website at www.
islingtoncarershub.org

Summer Reading 
Challenge 2013 – 
Creepy House
Starts 8 July 

There’s a spine-tingling adventure 
waiting for you in your local library 
when you take part in the 2013 
Summer Reading Challenge – 
Creepy House. Children aged 
4-11 can join young adventurers 

explore the secrets of Creepy 

residents. Simply read six books 

rewards on the way and you could 
win one of our great prizes!

Are you brave enough to explore 

First Floor and The Sinister Cellar? 
We also have a programme of 
events at all libraries to keep 
children of all ages entertained 
this summer!

Find out more at www.creepy-
house.org.uk or ask in your local 
Islington Library.
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ArchWay with Words
September 2013
Coming this September...ArchWay 
With Words!!! – a week-long 

turns and all sorts of fantastic 
activities for the young and not so 

its venues and businesses. 

readings and interviews;; 
performances and entertainments;; 

slam;; bookseller’s fair and 

scrabble competition. For more 
 

at Archway Market or at  
www.archwaymarket.org.

Out of the Blue
From October 2013
Apples and Snakes will be 

Health Centre’s patients in a 
creative writing project exploring 
the way language comes alive 

listening and speaking and 
storytelling exercises. 

Over a series of 16 creative writing 

the participants will work with 
Apples and Snakes artists to 
create work which will lead to a 

Word2014 Festival.
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Venues and Libraries 
at a glance
Almeida Theatre  Almeida Street  N1 1TA

Central Library 2 Fieldway Crescent N5 1PF

Farringdon Station Cowcross Street EC1M 6BY

Highbury Fields  N5 1QP

Islington Arts and Media School Turle Road N4 3LS
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Lewis Carroll Children’s Library  166 Copenhagen Street N1 0ST

Little Angel Theatre 14 Dagmar Passage  N1 2DN

 
 Legard Road)

Mildmay Library 21-23 Mildmay Park N1 4NA

N4 Library 26 Blackstock Road N4 2DW

West Library Bridgeman Road N1 1BD

Whittington Park  N19 4RS



Thank you to our partners in the Word2013 Festival:
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With generous support from and in partnership with:
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